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of him will so plucke him on his knees
that he will never be able to stand up
agayne."
He could commend this expeditious way
from personal knowledge, and could assure
the Queen that the people of the country
would soon " consume themselves and
devoure one another. The proofs whereof
I saw sufficiently ensampled in these late
warres of Mounster; for notwithstanding
that the same was a most rich and .plenti-
full countrey,, full of corne and cattell,
that you would have thought they would
have bene able to stand long, yet ere one
yeare and a halfe they were brought to
such wretchednesse, as that any stonye
heart would have rued the same. Out of
every corner of the woodes and glynnes
they came creeping forth upon theyr hands,
for theyr legges could not beare them;
they looked like anatomyes of death, they
spake like ghosts crying out of their graves ;
they did eate of the dead carrions, happy
were they if they could finde them, yea,
and one another soone after, insomuch as
the very carcasses they spared not to
scrape out of theyr graves; and if they
found a plot of watercresses or shamrokes,
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